FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
tion so grotesque, at once so feeble and so rigid,
that only the most optimistic of political astrol-
ogers would predict either a long life or a bene-
ficent career for President Wilson's changeling.
For a time, perhaps, it will serve to disguise by
its chicaneries and make-believes the violence of
the strong and the subservience of the weak: but
sooner or later the former will find it inconveni-
ent and will strangle it, and the evil odour left
by its decay will hinder the revival of a fairer
League inaugurated under honester auspices.
But on the whole it is not probable, and per-
haps it is not even desirable, that the strong will
allow their hands to be tied by any League. The
struggle for domination will continue, and the
only question will be how that domination will
be exercised. For it need not take the bellicose
and brutal form it has hitherto assumed; the bonds
of empire may be forged of subtler, more flexible
and more tenacious stuff.
This possibility is suggested by the method
of control which the first power on earth at
present is tending to adopt. America is already
richer and more powerful than any other State,
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